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TECHNDLOGY

PROCEDURE FOR POOL & SPA WATER SAMPLING

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR COUNCILS

MICROBIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS

Pool samples for microbiological analysis must be taken using special sterile plastic containers containing
sodium thiosulphate.

The sample container should be kept unopened until it is required for filling.
During sampling the screw cap should not be allowed to touch anything which may contaminate the sample.
Wash and rinse hands thoroughly before sampling or wear sterile plastic or rubber gloves.

The sample container should be held upside down in one hand while the screw cap is retained in the other
hand. Plunge the bottle in vertically to a depth of approximately 20cm, and then move through the water at right
angles. Allow to fill (500 mL) without rinsing, to about 2cm from the neck of the bottle and immediately replace
the screw cap.

Using this procedure, your hand has not come in contact with the water you are sampling.

CHEMICAL ANALYSIS

Pool samples for chemical analysis must be taken with a separate clean container (we provide a sterile
container) and fill in the same manner as above by holding the container upside down in one hand while the
screw cap is retained in the other hand.

Plunge the container in vertically to a depth of approximately 20cm, and then move through the water at right
angles. Allow to fill (500 mL) without rinsing, to less than 2cm from the top of the container and immediately
replace the screw cap.

Samples should be keep out of direct light, maintained at a temperature of 4°C or less during delivery to the
laboratory (do not freeze) and should reach the laboratory as soon as possible and preferably within 6 hours
of sampling (or a maximum of 24 hours).

Please ensure that samples are labelled with all the appropriate details: date sampled, time sampled, sample
description and the sampler.

Note: Samples should be collected at the time and in the vicinity of maximum bather load.

Delivery Times:

It would be greatly appreciated if samples could be delivered to the laboratory before 3.30 pm from Monday
to Thursday and no later than 1.30pm on Friday.

CONTACT US:

If you have any questions, please contact the laboratory for further information on 1800 801 312 or
lab.vic@agrifood.com.au
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